Commission for
Communications Regulation

Consultation on Hutchison 3G Ireland
Limited’s Request for an Amendment
to its Liberalised Use Licence.

Consultation

Reference: ComReg 13/43
Date: 09/05/2013

An Coimisitin um Rialdil Cumarsaide

Commission for Communications Regulation

Abbey Court Irish Life Centre Lower Abbey Street Dublin 1 Ireland

Telephone +353 1 804 9600 Fax +353 1 804 9680 Email inffo@comreg.ie Web www.comreg.ie



Legal Disclaimer

This consultation paper is not a binding legal document and also does
not contain legal, commercial, financial, technical or other advice. The
Commission for Communications Regulation is not bound by it, nor does
it necessarily set out the Commission’s final or definitive position on
particular matters. To the extent that there might be any inconsistency
between the contents of this document and the due exercise by it of its
functions and powers, and the carrying out by it of its duties and the
achievement of relevant objectives under law, such contents are without
prejudice to the legal position of the Commission for Communications
Regulation. Inappropriate reliance ought not therefore to be placed on
the contents of this document.
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Consultation: H3GI’s request for Liberalised Use Licence amendment

1 Introduction

1. This consultation paper is published by the Commission for
Communications Regulation (ComReg) to obtain views and
representations from interested parties on Hutchison 3G Ireland’s
(H3GI) request for an amendment to its Liberalised Use Licence
("H3GI’'s Licence Amendment Request”).

2. To assist and inform ComReg’s decision-making on H3GI’s
Licence Amendment Request, ComReg invites written submissions
from interested parties on same within the timeframes set out in
Section 4 below.

Donal Leavy
Deputy Commissioner

ComReg 13/43
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2 Background: ComReg’s Multi-Band Spectrum Award
Process and Liberalised Use Licences

3. On 5 December 2012, and following the outcome of the Negotiation
Phase of ComReg’s Multi-Band Spectrum Award Process (MBSA),
ComReg set out, in Document 12/131', the final frequency
assignments for the four Winning Bidders (being Hutchison 3G
Ireland Limited (H3GIl), Meteor Mobile Communications Limited
(Meteor), Telefénica Ireland Limited (Telefonica) and Vodafone
Ireland Limited (Vodafone)).

4. On 31 January 2013, ComReg issued a Liberalised Use Licence?
to each of the Winning Bidders, all of which had a commencement
date of 1 February 2013. Within each Licence, the commencement
date of a Spectrum Block was set in line with the outcome of the
MBSA process, noting that the availability of certain Spectrum
Blocks was dependent upon the prior completion of the relevant
Transition activities.

5. On 25 February 2013, ComReg issued an update on the MBSA
process (Document 13/20) and published its finalised Transition
Project Plan (Document 13/19) which set out the time periods for
Meteor and Telefonica to complete their respective 900 MHz and
1800 MHz transition activities for Time Slice 1.3

6. Since then, Meteor and Telefénica have completed their respective
transition activities in the 900 MHz band and 1800 MHz bands
thereby completing the transition process for Time Slice 1 and
releasing the remaining Spectrum Blocks for licensing. All
Spectrum Blocks won in the MBSA process have now been made
available in accordance with the outcome of the MBSA process.

. ComReg Document 12/131 - Frequency Arrangements and Results of the Multi-Band Spectrum
Award Process Information Notice - published 5 December 2012.

2 Any word or expression used in this document has the same meaning as in ComReg
Documents 12/25 and 12/52 unless the context otherwise requires.

3 Time Slice 1 refers to the period 1 February 2013 to 12 July 2015
ComReg 13/43
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3 H3GI’s Licence Amendment Request

7.

10.

Details of H3GI's Licence Amendment Request are contained in its
letters of 28 November 2012, 18 January 2013, 26 March 2013 and
26 April 2013, non-confidential versions of which can be found in
Annex 1 to this consultation paper”.

Non-confidential versions of ComReg’s correspondence relating to
these letters, being its letters of 4 December 2012, 27 February
2013 and 9 April 2013, can also be found in Annex 1 to this
consultation paper.

Interested parties are hereby invited to provide their views and
representations regarding the making of the amendment sought by
H3GI on foot of H3GI’s Licence Amendment Request.

Without prejudice to the generality of that invitation, interested
parties might provide views and representations having regard,
amongst other things, to:

e ComReg’s legal framework and statutory functions,
objectives and duties under Irish and EU Law - a general
guide to which, as it relates to the area of radio spectrum and
the licensing of spectrum rights of use, was set out in
ComReg Document 13/05° ; and

e the Wireless Telegraphy (Liberalised Use and Preparatory
Licences in the 800 MHz, 900 MHz and 1800 MHz Bands)
Regulations 2012 (S.1. 251 of 2012)°.

4 ComReg is currently resolving issues regarding the confidentiality of this correspondence with
H3Gl in accordance with its Guidelines for the Treatment of Confidential Information (Document
05/24) and may publish revised versions of this correspondence in due course.

5 Available at: http://www.comreg.ie/_fileupload/publications/ComReq1305.pdf

6 Available at: http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/pdf/2012/en.si.2012.0251.pdf

ComReg 13/43
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4 Next Steps

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Responses to this consultation paper must be submitted within a
four-week period from today’s date, ending on 06 June 2013.

In accordance with ComReg’s usual practices, non-confidential
versions of responses (and other substantive material) received will
be published by ComReg.

ComReg will seek to publish these responses as soon as
practicable following the close of the consultation period.

All responses must be submitted in written form. If responses are
submitted electronically, they must also be unprotected so as to
facilitate online publication. In submitting any response, please also
set out your reasoning and all supporting information for any views
expressed.

It is sometimes necessary for respondents to provide confidential
information in their submissions. Confidential information must be
clearly identified as such and reasons provided as to why such
information is considered to be confidential. ComReg will publish all
of the responses it receives to this consultation, subject to its
Guidelines on the Treatment of Confidential Information”.

All responses to this consultation paper should be clearly marked
“Submission re: ComReg 13/43” and sent by post or e-mail to
arrive on or before 5pm on 06 June 2013 to:

Ms. Sinead Devey

Commission for Communications Regulation
Irish Life Centre

Abbey Street

Freepost

Dublin 1

Ireland

Tel: +353-1-804-9600

E-mail: sinead.devey@comreg.ie

7 See Document 05/24 at: http://www.comreg.ie/ fileupload/publications/ComReg0524.pdf

ComReg 13/43
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Annex 1:Relevant Correspondence
Relating to H3GI’s Licence Amendment
Request.

A 1.1 Correspondence relating to H3GI’s Licence Amendment Request
(from 28 November 2012 to 8 May 2013):

1.

H3GI: letter to ComReg - “MULTI-BAND SPECTRUM
AWARD” (dated 28 November 2012)°

ComReq: letter to H3GI - “MBSA process” (dated 4
December 2012)°

H3GI: letter to ComReg - “900 AND 1800 MHZ
LIBERALISED USE LICENCE — APPLICATION FOR
AMMENDMENT” (dated 18 January 2013)

ComReq: letter to H3GI - “900 and 1800 MHz Liberalised
Use Licence — Application for Amendment “ (dated 27
February 2013)

H3GI: letter to ComReg - “900 AND 1800 MHZ
LIBERALISED USE LICENCE — APPLICATION FOR
AMMENDMENT” (dated 26 March 2013)

ComReg: letter to H3GI - “900 and 1800 MHz Liberalised
Use Licence — Application for Amendment “ (dated 9 April
2013)

H3GI: letter to ComReg - “900 AND 1800 MHZ
LIBERALISED USE LICENCE — APPLICATION FOR
AMMENDMENT” (dated 26 April 2013)

ComReg: Email to H3Gl, “Confidentiality of correspondence”
(email dated 29 April 2013)

H3GlI: reply to ComReg, “900 AND 1800 MHZ
LIBERALISED USE LICENCE — APPLICATION FOR
AMMENDMENT” (letter dated 2 May 2013).

8 Letter previously published in Document 13/29.

9 Letter previously published in Document 13/29.

ComReg 13/43
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10.ComReg: letter to H3Gl, “900 MHz and 1800 MHz
Liberalised Use Licence — Application for Amendment”
(letter dated 08 May 2013)

ComReg 13/43
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1. H3GI: letter to ComReg - “MULTI-BAND SPECTRUM
AWARD” (dated 28 November 2012)"

10| etter previously published in Document 13/29

ComReg 13/43
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2. ComReg: letter to H3GI - “MBSA process” (dated 4 December
2012)"

| etter previously published in Document 13/29
ComReg 13/43
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3. H3GI: letter to ComReg - “900 AND 1800 MHZ LIBERALISED
USE LICENCE — APPLICATION FOR AMMENDMENT” (dated
18 January 2013)

ComReg 13/43
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4. ComReg: letter to H3GI - “900 and 1800 MHz Liberalised Use
Licence — Application for Amendment “ (dated 27 February
2013)

ComReg 13/43

20 of 48



21 of 48



22 of 48



Consultation: H3GI’s request for Liberalised Use Licence amendment

5. H3GI: letter to ComReg - “900 AND 1800 MHZ LIBERALISED
USE LICENCE - APPLICATION FOR AMMENDMENT” (dated
26 March 2013)

ComReg 13/43
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6. ComReg: letter to H3GlI, “900 and 1800 MHz Liberalised Use
Licence — Application for Amendment “ (dated 9 April 2013)

ComReg 13/43
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7. H3GI: letter to ComReg - “900 AND 1800 MHZ LIBERALISED
USE LICENCE — APPLICATION FOR AMMENDMENT” (dated
26 April 2013)

ComReg 13/43
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8. ComReg: Email to H3Gl, “Confidentiality of correspondence”
(email dated 29 April 2013)

ComReg 13/43
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Fiachra ODoherty

From: Fiachra ODoherty

Sent: 29 April 2013 17:00

To: '‘Mark Hughes'

Cc: Samuel Ritchie

Subject: Confidentiality of correspondence
Dear Mark

| refer to H3Gl's letters to ComReg dated 18 January, 26 March and 26 April in connection with H3GlI’s application
for an amendment to its 900 and 1800 MHz liberalised use licence.

H3GI has identified various sections in these letters which it considers to be confidential in nature. | would be
grateful if H3GI would provide reasons for its view in respect of each section of text considered by it to be
confidential.

In addition, | note on page 2 of H3GlI’s letter of 26 April the inclusion of “[Confidential:” , indicating a section
considered confidential by H3GI, but which has no related closed parenthesis. It is therefore not clear the extent of
the subsequent text considered by H3Gl to be confidential and ComReg would appreciate some clarity in this regard.

Further information on ComReg’s treatment of confidential information is published in ComReg Document 05/24.
Best Regards,

Fiachra O'Doherty
Spectrum Engineer

Commission for Communications Regulation

Abbey Court Irish Life Centre Lower Abbey Street Dublin 1 Ireland
Telephone +353 1 804 9667

Fax +353 1 804 9655

Email fiachra.odoherty@comreg.ie

Website www.comreg.ie

Visit our new consumer website at http://www.askcomreg.ie

The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee.
Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it is prohibited and may be unlawful.

1
36 of 48



Consultation: H3GI’s request for Liberalised Use Licence amendment

9. H3GI: reply to ComReg, “900 AND 1800 MHZ LIBERALISED
USE LICENCE — APPLICATION FOR AMMENDMENT” (letter
dated 2 May 2013)

ComReg 13/43

37 of 48



38 of 48



39 of 48



40 of 48



41 of 48



42 of 48



43 of 48



44 of 48



45 of 48



46 of 48



Consultation: H3GI’s request for Liberalised Use Licence amendment

10.ComReg: letter to H3Gl, “900 MHz and 1800 MHz Liberalised
Use Licence — Application for Amendment” (letter dated 08
May 2013)
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